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Staple Inn. One of the old Inns of Chancery, 
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^ 66 deriving its name from the wool-staplers to whom 
q ® it belonged. Here Dr. Johnson lived for a time, 
« ^ and here, to defray the expenses of his mother’s 

§ ^ funeral, he wrote in the evenings of one week his 

a, i “Rasselas.” Dickens speaks in .“Edwin Drood” of 
H the contrast in the quietude of these “nooks in 

? 12 turnings out of the clashing streets,” and Haw- 

w i= thorne says:—“There is not a quieter spot in 
H u England than this. In all the centuries since 



< London began, it has 
2 roaring tide over this 


not been able to sweep its 
little island of quiet.” 
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